
GRAND MASTERS OF THE MEDIEVAL 
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

From organization in 1113 to the Martyrdom of Jacques de Molay in 1313 
No Year    Name Date of Death 
1. 1113 Hugh De Payens (Hugh of the Temple) ................................... 1136 
2. 1116   Robert of Burgundy (Lord Robert de Crayon) ........................ ------ 
3. 1146   Everard Des Barres (De Barri) ................................................ ------ 
4. 1151   Bernard De Tremelay (Trenellape) ........................................... 1153 
5. 1154   Bertrand De Blanquefort (Blanchefort) ................,,... June 19, 1156 
6. 1167   Philip De Naplons (Philip of Nablous) ...............,.................... ------ 
7. 1170   Odo De St. Amand ..................................................................... 1179 
8. 1180   Arnold De Torroge (or Troye)................................................... 1184 
9. 1185   Arnold De Riderfor ..................................................... Oct. 4, 1189 
10.          1189   Walter ...................................................................................... ------ 
11.          1191    Robert De Sable ...................................................................... ------ 
12.          1194    Gilbert Horal (Erail or Gralins) .............................................. ------ 
13. 1201 Philip Duplessies (or Du Plessis) .............................................. 1217 
14. 1217  William De Chartres (Carnota) ................................................. 1217 
15.          1218    Peter De Montaigu (Thomas De Montagu) ............................  ------ 
16. 1233 Hermann De Perigold (Herman Petragorius) ........................... 1244 
17. 1247 William De Sonnac ................................................................... 1249 
18. 1251 Reginald De Vichier (Vicherius) .............................................. 1257 
19. 1257 Thomas Berard (Beraud) .......................................................... 1273 
20. 1273 William De Beanjen.................................................................. 1291 
21. 1291 Theobald Gaudin (De Gaudini) ................................................ 1295 
22. 1295 Jacques De Molay (Jacques de Molai) ..................................... 1313 

(Burned at the Stake, at Paris, France) 



GRAND MASTERS OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
FRENCH ORDER DU TEMPLE 

 

No. Date Name 
1. 1313 John Mark Larmenius 
2. 1324 Thomas Theobald Alexandrinus (Francis Thomas Theobald) 
3. 1340 Arnold de Braque 
4. 1349 John de Claremont 
5. 1357 Bertrand du Guesclin 
6. 1381 John Arminiacus 
7. 1392 Bernard Arminiacus 
8. 1419 John Arminiacus 
9. 1451 John de Croy 
10. 1472 Bernard Imbault 
11. 1478 Robert Lenoncourt 
12. 1497 Galeatins de Salazar 
13. 1516 Philip Chabot 
14. 1544 Gaspard de Galtiaco Tavanensis 
15. 1574 Henry de Montmorency 
16. 1615 Charles de Valois 
17. 1651 James Ruxellius de Granceio 
18. 1681 James Henry, Duc de Duras 
19. 1705 Philip, Duke of Orleans 
20. 1724 Louis Augustus Bourbon 
21. 1737 Louis Henry Bourbon Conde 
22. 1741 Louis Francis Bourbon Conty 
23. 1776 Louis Hercules Timoleon, Duc de Cosse Brissac 
24. 1792 Claude M. R. Chevillon 
25. 1804 Bernard Raymund Fabre Palaprat 
26. 1838 Sir William Sidney Smith 



 

 

 

GRAND MASTERS OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT 
OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
(SEE THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT WEBSITE) 

 
 

 

GRAND COMMANDERS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 
OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Conclave Year   Name                      Address                 Date of Death 
I 1907 * Jacob T Barron, Columbia 
II 1908 * Jacob T Barron, Columbia   Sep 16, 1910 
III 1909 * Samuel S Buist, Charleston   Aug 13, 1916 
IV 1910 * George T Bryan, Greenville   Sep 10, 1935 
V 1911 * Newton F Walker, Cedar Springs  Feb 4, 1927 
VI 1912 * George S Mower, Newberry  Jul 25, 1921 
VII 1913 * Eustace P Miller, Bennettsville  Jun 22, 1940 
VIII 1914 * William E Gantt, Charleston  Mar 2, 1923 
IX 1915 * Louis A Melchers, Charleston   Apr 17, 1932 
X 1916 * Charles K Chreitzberg, Rock Hill  Jan 22, 1956 
XI 1917 * Thomas W Dantzler, St Matthews  Jul 19, 1947 
XII 1918 * Kenneth Baker, Greenwood  Jan 24, 1943 
XIII 1919 * Jennings K Owens, Bennettsville  Feb 16, 1950 
XIV 1920 * Bryan E Miot, Columbia Nov 18, 1934 
XV 1921 * J H C Wulbern, Charleston   Dec 1, 1922 
XVI 1922 * James L Michie, Darlington   May 16, 1928 
XVII 1923 * W Laurens Walker, Cedar Springs   Mar 27, 1931 
XVIII 1924 * William R Lowman, Orangeburg   July 15, 1925 
XIX 1925 * Robert M Pratt, Bennettsville   May 17, 1945 
XX 1926 * Joseph Lindsay, Chester  Dec 11, 1954 
XXI 1927 * O Frank Hart, Columbia  Nov 28, 1950 
XXII 1928 * O Frank Hart, Columbia  Nov 28, 1950 
XXIII 1929 * J Winston Ivey, Florence   Dec 1, 1932 
XXIV 1930 * Robert T Goodale, Camden   May 29, 1938 
XXV 1931 * Matthew R Clark, Chester   Dec 5, 1938 
XXVI 1932 * Samuel T Lanham, Spartanburg Jul 31, 1953 
XXVII 1933 * J Fred Burns, Greenville   May 9, 1949 
XXVIII 1934 * Joseph E Hart, York  May 26, 1952 



 

 

GRAND COMMANDERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA (Continued) 
Conclave Year   Name                      Address                 Date of Death 
XXIX 1935 * William A Giles, Graniteville  May 14, 1937 
XXX 1936 * Paul T McNeel, Union   Aug 21, 1952 
XXXI 1937 * W Robin Zemp, Camden   Feb 29, 1964 
XXXII                  1938 * Marion A Park, Columbia  Feb 14, 1970 
XXXIII            1939 * Orion T Finklea, Florence  Feb 7, 1959 
XXXIV             1940 * Robert Q Glass, Greenville  Dec 6, 1967 
XXXV             1941 * Frank E Vantine, Great Falls   May 20, 1971 
XXXVI             1942 * Fred S McFadden, Rock Hill  Jul 14, 1977 
XXXVII 1943 * Fred S McFadden, Rock Hill  Jul 14, 1977 
XXXVIII 1944 * Oliver Pennington, Columbia  Aug 11, 1958 
XXIX 1945 * Oliver Pennington, Columbia  Aug 11, 1958 
XL 1946 * Gustave J Knobeloch, Charleston  Jun 4, 1961 
XLI 1947 * Gustave J Knobeloch, Charleston  Jun 4, 1961 
XLII 1948 * Stephen H Moody, Warrenville  Aug 12, 1960 
XLIII 1949 * Stephen H Moody, Warrenville   Aug 12, 1960 
XLIV 1950 * A J M Wannamaker, Orangeburg  Dec 4, 1990 
XLV 1951 * Jesse T Anderson, Columbia   Aug 29, 1990 
XLVI 1952 * James G Stranch, Ninety Six   Jan 17, 1995 
XLVII 1953 * William E Simpson, Rock Hill   Mar 10, 1960 
XLVIII 1954 * Robert W Coleman, Chester   May 6, 1985 
XLIX 1955 * Emild I Johnson, Spartanburg   Oct 17, 1978 
L 1956 * F Porter Caughman, Columbia   May 29, 1971 
LI 1957 * Horace D Johnson, Greenville   May 19, 1989 
LII 1958 * Harry R Stevens, Charleston   Jan 26, 1960 
LIII 1959 * Joe M Black, Anderson   Dec 6, 1987 
LIV 1960 * George D Bell, Troy   Apr 20, 1980 
LV 1961 * Henry Fitzhugh Collins, Columbia   Mar 5, 1978 
LVI 1962 * James Blake McGuirt, Camden   Oct 24, 2001 
LVII 1963 * William M White, Rock Hill   Aug 20, 1984 
LVIII 1964  Thomas B Clark, Marion 
LIX 1965 * W A Patterson, Spartanburg   Jun 20, 1973 
LX 1966 * V P Patterson, Chester   Jul 10, 1985 
LXI 1967 * Robert C Thomas, Charleston   Dec 6, 1979 
LXII 1968 * T Scott Godfrey, Rock Hill   Apr 6, 1992 
LXIII 1969 * James H Mathis, Aiken   Feb 29, 1980 
LXIV 1970 * Crayton N Slaughter, Charleston   Oct 12, 1978 
LXV 1971 * Andrew C Gramling, Jr, Williston   Nov 3, 1987 
LXV 1971  HON * Hugh N Layne, Columbia    Dec 21, 1978 



 

 

GRAND COMMANDERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA  
Conclave Year   Name                      Address                 Date of Death 
LXVI 1972 * John V Walters, Clemson   Jul 5, 1979 
LXVII 1973 * Lowell M Reed, Spartanburg   Jan 6, 1997 
LXVIII 1974  Sam L Grant, Jr, Chester 
LXVIII 1974  HON * W Curtis Sheely, Ballentine Apr 9, 1975 
LXIX 1975  Clarence E Turner, Easley 
LXX 1976  HON * Rev H Dwight McAlister, Columbia Mar 24, 2005 
LXX 1976 * John B Maxey, Columbia   Feb 22, 1990 
LXXI 1977 * John A Dixon, Clover  Jun 4, 1990 
LXXII 1978 * William A Von Dohlen, Mt Pleasant   Aug 7, 1998 
LXXIII 1979 * Charles C Adams, Florence   Feb 4, 2000 
LXXIV 1980 * J Maurice Day, Easley   Feb 21, 2002 
LXXV 1981  Norman E Wood, Estill 
LXXVI 1982 * Ford M Thornton, Jr, Aiken   Jun 10, 2011 
LXXVII 1983 * Alfred Allsbrook, Sumter   Mar 13, 2006 
LXXII 1983  HON * James D Penley, Jr, York  Jul 30, 1986 
LXXIII 1984  Glenn R Watts, Lancaster 
LXXIX 1985  Richard L Harding, Gaffney 
LXXX 1986 * William E Fuller, Jr, Columbia   May 1, 2000 
LXXXI 1987 * R Butler Satterfield, Laurens 
LXXXI 1987  HON * William F Bond, Jr, Aiken   May 25, 2008 
LXXXI 1987  HON * George W Romanstine, Gilbert   Jan 20, 1991 
LXXXII 1988  Jerry M Owens, Greenville 
LXXXIII 1989 * James T Berry, Taylors   Sep 10, 2003 
LXXXIV 1990  D Samuel Tennyson, Rock Hill 
LXXXIV 1990  HON * Vernon A Amick, Chapin   Mar 17, 2010 
LXXXIV 1990  HON * Marvin N DeYoung, Clinton   Sep 30, 1996 
LXXXV 1991  EXP  Robert R Holbrooks, Anderson 
LXXXVI 1992  Leroy J Delionbach, Aiken 
LXXXVI 1992  HON  J C Hubbard, Jr, Clemson 
LXXXVI 1992  HON  G Ray Marsh, Anderson 
LXXXVII 1993 * H Gregory Hiers, Hampton   Aug 14, 2009 
LXXXVIII 1994 * Jesse C Branham, Charleston   Dec 10, 2008 
LXXXIX 1995  Johnnie T Morris, Columbia 
XC 1996  Lee Roy Bruce, Sr, Aiken 
XCI 1997  Don S Blair, Boiling Springs 
XCII 1998  James Sam Burton, Walhalla 
XCIII 1999  Richard Alan Wesner, Myrtle Beach 
XCIV 2000  Harvie Benjamin Bailey, Batesburg  



 

 

GRAND COMMANDERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
Conclave Year   Name                      Address                 Date of Death 
XCV 2001  John T Davis, Sr, Sumter  
XCVI 2002  Mark Ben Cable, Rock Hill  
XCVII 2003 * Donnie E Richey, Anderson May 8, 2007 
XCVIII 2004  Norman Haskell Brabham, Lexington  
XCIX 2005  Richard W Sealy, Rock Hill  
XCIX 2006  Howard Ted Burgess, Belton  
C 2007  William B Hadwin, Estill  
CI 2008  William R Hall, Easley  
CII 2009  Rev H Haywood Fowler, Tabor City, NC  
CIII 2010  Charles Todd Schofield, Lexington  
CIV 2011  James Jackson Holmes, Gaffney  
CV 2012  Douglas Leon Amyx, Greenwood  
CVI 2013  Zebulon Vance Morgan III, White Rock  
CVII 2014  Gerald David Burton, LaFrance   
CVIII 2015  Gary Cleveland Sowell, Kershaw  
CVIV 2016  John Ralph Marcucci, Columbia  
CVV 2017  William Frederick Martin II, Charleston  
CVVI 2018  Dr Robert J.F. Elsner, Due West  
  



 

 

 
GRAND RECORDERS - GRAND COMMANDERY, 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 Served NAME Date of Death 
I 1907-1911 John M Diven (1), Charleston Unknown 
II 1912 PT      Louis A Melchers (1), Charleston   Apr 17, 1932 
III 1912-1913 James G. Johnston (7), Chester   Jun 5, 1916 
IV 1913-1926 Joseph Lindsay (7), Chester   Dec 11, 1954 
V 1926 Atticus Grandville Thornton (7), Chester   Jun 13, 1944 
VI 1927-1938 Joseph Lindsay (7), Chester   Dec 11, 1954 
VII 1938-1950 Oliver Frank Hart (2), Columbia  Nov 28, 1950 
VIII 1951-1962 Henry Fitzhugh Collins (2), Columbia   Mar 5, 1978 
IX 1962-1974 Hugh Nettles Layne (2, 3), Spartanburg   Dec 21, 1978 
X 1975-1980 Robert F Secrest (2), Columbia   Apr 11, 1981 
XI 1980-1991 George W Romanstine (2), Columbia   Jan 20, 1991 
XII 1991-1992 Mendel Corbin Jeanes (2), Columbia   Oct 5, 1998 
XIII 1992-1997 Robert Craig Hopple (2), Columbia   Jan 22, 1997 
IX 1997-2016 Johnnie T. Morris (2), Columbia  
X 2016- Gary Burton “Buck” Jolley (18), Gaffney   
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